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Sequence

~ Three easy trees to ID

~ Six categories of bark

~ 25 tree species

~ “Intermission” features

~ Additional resources

Almost all photos taken in Sligo

River Birch
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Three Easy and Common Trees

American Beech
Northern Red Oak

American Sycamore



American Beech

Fagus grandifolia

Smooth gray bark

Fairly common in Sligo except from 

Dennis to Forest Glen

Moist wooded slopes

Holds onto dead leaves like oaks



American Beech

Long pointed buds

Thin bark is not fire resistant. 

Suppression of fire may lead to 

dominance

Green 

photosynthetic 

cork skin:

Sunlight 

penetrates 

thin bark.

Michael Wojtech photo 

northernwoodlands.org

.



Northern Red Oak

Quercus rubra 

(formerly Q. borealis)

Flattened, silver-gray ridges

“Ski slopes”

Fairly common in all 

Sligo sections

Moist slopes and stream 

banks



American Sycamore

Platanus occidentalis Common in all of Sligo on floodplains



Native Plant Inventory of Sligo 2003
old.fosc.org

Plant & Animals – Plants – 2003 Inventory





Smooth Bark

American Beech

Ironwood

American 

Sycamore

Red 

Maple



Smooth Bark no. 2

Ironwood

Carpinus caroliniana

(Musclewood, 

American Hornbeam)

Sinewy, muscular

Fairly common in all of 

Sligo

Moist woodlands and 

floodplains



Smooth Bark no. 3

Red Maple

Red Maple

Acer rubrum

Common in all of 

Sligo

Rough at the 

base, smooth 

towards the top



Smooth Bark no. 4

American Sycamore

Platanus occidentalis

Most massive tree 

east of the Rockies

Like most riverine 

species, seeds are 

dispersed by wind 

(willows, birches, 

cottonwood).



Flaky Bark

American 

Sycamore 
(lower trunk only)

White Oak Black 

Cherry

Silver 

Maple

River 

Birch



Flaky Bark no. 1

White Oak

Quercus alba

Common throughout 

Sligo

Moist and dry 

woodlands; adaptable

Crevices used by  

overwintering insects



Flaky Bark no. 2

Silver Maple

Acer saccharinum

Fairly common in all 

Sligo

Floodplains and 

stream banks where 

its look-alike, White 

Oak, is not common

Photos Purdue Univ, 

trees.umn.edu, and 

gobotany



Flaky Bark no. 3

Black Cherry

Prunus serotina

Lenticels (horizontal 

lines) usually visible

“Melting candle”

Common in all of Sligo

Found almost 

everywhere except 

wetlands



Flaky Bark no. 4

River Birch

Betula nigra

Fairly common 

except NH to 

Maple & Dennis to 

Univ.

Floodplains & 

stream banks

Some planted by 

Parks



Flaky Bark no. 5

American Sycamore

Platanus occidentalis

Only on the lower trunk

Common in all Sligo

Floodplains



Quiz: Which is White Oak?

A B C



Bark Resources



Small Irregular Blocks

Flowering Dogwood American 

Persimmon

maragay photo

Black Gum Southern Red Oak



Small Blocks no. 1

Flowering Dogwood

Cornus florida

Common throughout Sligo

Woodland understory



Small Blocks 

no. 2

American 

Persimmon

Diospyros virginiana

Fairly common in 

Sligo except from 

Maple to Wayne

Usually in floodplains

Right four photos: S. Davies, K. 

Schulz, maragay



Persimmon 

in Sligo

2003 Parrish 

inventory:

Fairly common, 

except Maple 

to Wayne 

iNaturalist:

Only 9 

locations, 16 

observations



Small Blocks 

no. 3

Black Gum

Nyssa sylvatica

(aka Black Tupelo, 

Sourgum)

Fairly common 

throughout Sligo



Black 

Gum

Branches at 

90-degrees

Poison Ivy 

also branches 

at 90 degrees



Black 

Gum

Funky at 

the top



Small Blocks no. 4

Southern Red Oak

Quercus falcata

Fairly common in all 

of Sligo

Dry slopes



Chunky Ridges

Black Walnut

Eastern Cottonwood

Chestnut Oak



Chunky Ridges no. 1

Black Walnut

Juglens nigra

Fairly common in all of 

Sligo

Floodplains and moist 

slopes



Chunky 

Ridges no. 2

Chestnut Oak

Quercus montana

Uncommon in Sligo

Carroll Avenue bridge 

to the powerline

Dry slopes (where 

walnuts don’t appear)

Catman Outdoors photo



Chunky 

Ridges no. 3

Eastern Cottonwood

Populus deltoides

Uncommon in Sligo

Floodplains

East-West to Maple, 

Piney Branch to Wayne, 

Colesville to Forest Glen, 

above University



Quiz: Which one is Black Gum? 

A

(upland or floodplain)
B 

(floodplain)

C

(floodplain)



Flat Narrow Strips or Ridges

American Elm
Hickory Sassafras Box-elder Red Maple



Flat Narrow Strips 

no. 1

American Elm

Ulmus americana

Pale color

Vertical, spongy strips

Trunk usually branches

Common throughout Sligo

Floodplains & creek banks
Right photo: by go botany 

native plant trust



Flat Narrow Strips no. 2

Mockernut Hickory

Carya tomentosa

Pignut Hickory

Carya glabra

Silvery color; angled, 

crisscrossing strips

Both fairly common 

throughout Sligo on 

moist or dry slopes

Mockernut husks 

much thicker than 

Pignut

Above photo Dan Smalls



Flat Narrow Strips 

no. 3

Sassafras

Sassafras albidum

Common in all 

parts of Sligo

Open woodlands 

and forest edges; 

deer don’t eat

Strips also 

described as ridges

Botton right by Peter Martin



Flat narrow strips no. 4

Box-elder

(Ash-leaf Maple)

Acer negundo

Common in all of Sligo

Creek banks & floodplains

Suckers often on trunk

New stems green

“Strips” actually ridges



Flat narrow strips 

no. 5

Red Maple

Acer rubrum

Only on lower trunk

Common in all Sligo

Cavities provide nesting 

sites



Shallow Ridges

Tulip-tree

White & Green Ash
Pin Oak



Shallow Ridges 

no. 1

Tulip-tree

Liriodendron 

tulipfera

Common in all of 

Sligo

Floodplains & 

moist slopes

Look for seed 

heads above



Tulip-tree

Bark changes with age.



Shallow Ridges 

no. 2

Pin Oak

Quercus palustrus

Fairly common in 

Sligo, except Maple 

to Wayne

Floodplains and 

wetlands

Downward arching 

lowest branches



Shallow Ridges no. 3

Ashes

White Ash

Fraxinus americana

Green Ash

Fraxinus pennsylvanica

As of c. 2015, fairly common 

in all of Sligo

Most cut down near trails, 

playgrounds, picnic areas

Many seedlings & saplings

Right: Peter Dzuik minnesotawildflowers.org



Quiz: Which one is 

Tulip-tree? 

A

B

C





Enjoy your new-found skills!
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