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The Commission

M-NCPPC is a bi-county agency created by
the General Assembly of Maryland i 1927. montgomery

County
The COWW}iSSiO%’y ﬂgoﬂq/uphig ﬂ/«%thOViZ:jl (District of Columbia)
Prince George’s
covers most of Montgomery and Prince

Prince George’s Countues.

The Commission’s planning jurisdiction, the Marvyland-Washington
Regional District, comprises 908 square miles; its parks juvisdiction,
the Metropolitan District, comprises 75 square miles.
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The Commission has three major

functions:

1. The preparation, adoption, and from time to time, amendment or
extension of the General Plan (On Wedges and Corridors) for the Physical
Development of the Maryland-Washington Regional District within
Montgomery and Prince George’s Counties.

2. The acquisition, development, operation, and maintenance of a public park

system.

3. In Prince George’s County only, the opevation of the entive County public

vecreation program.

'
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The General Plan

FREDERICK
COUNTY

COUNTY

“Stewardshnp ...
15 to be considerved a
unwersal ethic.”

General Plan Refinement
of the Goals & Objectives for

Montgomery County,
M-NCPPC, 1993: page 18.

DISTRICT

Bl Uen Ring X OF
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- 1-270 Corridor B
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P suburtan Communities COUNTY " -,
L 1
Resigential Wedge Y '
P Agricuitural Wedge i
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Place names ave identiffad for geagranhic reference only :- S
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Montgomery County Parks

Montgomery County
Existing & Proposed Parkland
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Department of Parks

Organization Chart

Montgomery County Department of Parks

Organization Structure
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Park Planning and Stewardship Division

Organization Chart

DIVISION OF PARK PLANNING AND STEWARDSHIP

Division Chief
John E.Hench Ph,D

Administration

Celeste Quismorio

.8 Work Years
- Budget
- Purchasing
- Personnel Management

*  Grantwritingand other
preservationoutreach
tasks for historicsites

PPS DivisionOng Chart March 18, 2008

Identify, minimize, and
mitigate development
impacts inparks

Urban parksinitiative

Coordinate parkissues
in Development Review
and Mandatory Referral

Natural Resources Cultural Resources Resource Analysis Park and Trail Legacy Open Natural Surface Trails
Stewardship Stewardship Doug Redmaond Planning Space Bob Turnbull
Robb Gibbs Joey Lampl Brooke Farquhar Brenda Sandberg
7.9 Work Years 6.8 Work Years 5.95 Work Years 7.65 Work Years 1.8 Work Years 2.0 Work Years
= Inventoryand monitor * Program and interpret * |nventory and monitor * Balancestewardshipand * Legacy OpenSpace « Design, permit, and
plants andwil diife sites macroinvertebrates, fish recreation Flan amendments construct natural
» Matural resource * Research, evaluate, and habitat * Supportparkandtrail * Supportland surfacetrails
management plans and designate »  Aquaticresource issues inarea master Acquisition Office »  Trail rehabilitation
* Mon-native invasive plarts, resources management plans * OperationandUse projeds
White- tailed deer, and *  Wolunteer management *  Supportinteragency * Park functional Plans Plans for Legacy Open »  Trail signage and
nuisance wildlife —Archaeologistand watershedrestoration (e.g., PROS) Spacesites access plans
= olunteer management — Docents effarts + Masterplansfor s Supporttrail monitorng
Weed Warriors * Determine presenaton +  Supportretrofitand countywide parks and maintenance
» Reforestationand meadow treatments and conduct maintenance of * Supportdevelopment of = Volunteer management
restoration adaptive reuses stormwater management preliminary program of —Trail Rangers
s Pollution prevention for park *  Partnerwhen facilities requirements far park
maintenance yards appropriate to * Resource mappingand facilities
rehabilitate buildings s * Trail corfidor plans

Total Work Years = 35.9
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Other Habitat Considerations:
Non-Tidal Palustrine Wetlands
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Other Habitat Considerations:
Forest Fragmentation B e R

| Louisiana Waterthr

Oven Bird

Kentucky Warbler

=i
- ?Gcarlet Tanag‘}'_

Page 10 Worm-Eating Warbler
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.
Predicting the Effects of Land-Use Change
on Wildlife Resources in County Parks

Upland Chorus Frog
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Short-Tailed Shrew
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Geologic Map of Montgomery County

L | Diabase
B Greiss | | sandstone (arkose)

I Limestone conglomerate [l Schist
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GENERAL SOIL MAP
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND

Sewle
.
L] i » 5 & iy i
T U o

L#} ‘i Fare, N

= ! - - = s ST

¥ & o
e - - -
. & B 1 Brouvitta.
i
g ' =
- - "
& ) =
i 3
(43
ey FETm

3

Wan Deverpes
Faband COUNTY

Vig, s 2

L7
F
Uy

SOIL ASSOCIATIONS

MODERATELY OEEF 10 DEEF 50113 » S : ! - =R Vi
E Wl .drpirend, 12rongy dloping. FICEDOOUT B3I ‘"i:':‘\ ":'-: ., . - = :_'-_ A 1 b :
oty M anecy -H | ! 3 J K A s : Y
U Grgined lo el dra ned. gendly BSpNE 250y dftd e y . o i :
hat hawe Compadt jobimly  Chilfums. Betiwile Cioom HEoo i A . % K y

E Wakldraired b pocry draoed, Feary el sEy s T e T e :
ankiect W0 patiddie Mooding  Hurngson.Lindtde. Mdbon 'k a. Babania | 9, -

SHALLOW TO MODERATELY DEEP SOILS . y /_&#
m Wl drained, sRongly Tapng. graieiy s o | . ¥
rae ramdywine JJ{-'\“;F'F_ e |
HEg, CRANFENF RIS \\ “‘

drairgd, ganly vizping, shaly sod sandy o ?‘\F

= Ls 2y
ri ity dada Tl Raes wary A

E Modarainly s4l! Grasrasl, Dentie 3 = '
fepaly pmeasas Claywy subacHic  Toadve ingD- AR Iidel k-




Vegetation Map of Montgomery County
Adapted from the Vegetation Map of Maryland
Brush, et. al. 1976
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Terrestrial Natural Communities of

Montgomery County, MD

e Potomac River Over-wash Savannah

* River-side Outcrops of the Potomac
Basin

* Mid-Atlantic Serpentine Barrens
* Mid-Atlantic Shale Barrens

* Dry Forest on Acidic Bedrock

* Mesic Forest on Acidic Bedrock

e Central Maryland Floodplain Forest

Blockhouse Point Conservation Park

e Central Maryland Swamp Forest
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Mid-Atlantic Shale Barrens
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Mid-Atlantic Serpentine Barrens

Kregia Dandelion

Striped Gentian

Shingle Oak
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Moist Forest on Acidic Bedrock
| !1 ’ﬁi'?{? ¥ .:{’:: 'w;tp rkL dy’s-Sli

Page 18 Virginia Dayflower
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Montgomery County Department of Parks

Mission:

“Protect and interpret our valuable natural and cultural resources; balance the demand for
recreation with the need for conservation; offer a variety of enjoyable recreational activities that
encourage healthy lifestyles; and provide clean, safe, and accessible places for leisure-time

activities.”

.. ) Iﬁ/ ,
Y, <

K K
PAR i

“Offer a range of leisure activities that
strengthen the body, sharpen the

mind, and renew the spirit’

'

“Manage the county park system so it best
meets the needs of current and future

generations”
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Montgomery County Department of Parks

Mission:

“Protect and interpret our valuable natural and cultural resources; balance the demand for
recreation with the need for conservation; offer a variety of enjoyable recreational activities that
encourage healthy lifestyles; and provide clean, safe, and accessible places for leisure-time

activities.”
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T\
N b

“Offer a range of leisure activities that
strengthen the body, sharpen the
mind, and renew the spirit”

“Manage the county park system so it best
meets the needs of current and future

generations” "
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Montgomery County Department of Parks
Mission:

“Protect and interpret our valuable natural and cultural resources; balance the demand for
recreation with the need for conservation; offer a variety of enjoyable recreational activities that
encourage healthy lifestyles; and provide clean, safe, and accessible places for leisure-time
activities.”

Stewardship Recreation

=TT

h.,h‘f-a‘

“Offer a range of leisure activities that
strengthen the body, sharpen the
mind, and renew the spirit”

“Manage the county park system so it best
meets the needs of current and future

generations” "
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2005 Land Preservation, Parks and Recreation Plan

A Pnrxs RecreaTioN OPEN SPACE PLaN
for Montgomery County, Maryland

____ | 2005 Land Preservation,
s | . | | Park and Recreation
i Plan (LPPRP)

A Parks Recreaion Open Seace Puan

for Montgomery County, Maryland

The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission
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The LPPRP provides policy guidance on...

Recreation, Parks & Open Space
* PROS Needs

« Park Classification System

Agricultural Land Preservation

Natural Resource Conservation

Cultural Resource Conservation

Page 23

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION




MONTGOMERY COUNTY PARK CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM

PARK TYPE

PARK TYPE DESCRIPTION

TYPICAL FACILITIES*

COUNTY-WIDE PARKS - Parks in this category serve all residents of Montgomery County

APPROXIMATE
SIZE

- Recreational Orlented Parks

Reglonal Parks

Large Parks that provide a wide range of recreational
opportunities but retain 2/3 or the acreage as conservation

Picnic / playground areas, tennis courts, athletic fields,
golf course, campgrounds, water-oriented recreation

200 acres or

areas. areas. more
Recreational Ez;gfolaé%ﬁh?ﬁggﬂigﬁgﬁErs;zim?;;rea?;grfﬂ Ellmzrl]sstl:-vfclxﬂain Athletic fields, tennis courts, multi-use courts, 30 acres
Parks P g ’ y Y picnic/playground areas, golf course, trails, natural areas. or more
natural areas.
These parks include areas that contain features of historic and | Vary, but may include agricultural centers, garden, small .
Special Parks cultural significance. conference centers, historic structures, etc. Varies
- Conservation Oriented Parks
Stream Valley | Interconnected linear parks along major stream valleys providing | . ) G S _
Parks conservation and recreation areas. Hiker-biker trails, fishing, picnicking, playground areas. Varies
Large natural areas acquired to preserve specific natural ) . . -
Conservation archaeological or historic features. They also provide Trails, fishing areas, nature study areas, informal picnic Varies

Area Parks

opportunities of compatible recreation activities.

dreas.

COMMUNITY USE PARKS - Parks in this category serve residents of surrounding communities

Landscaping, sitting/picnic areas, play equipment, courts,

Urban Parks | Very small parks, serving highly urban areas. and shefters 1Acre
Nelahborhood Play equipment, play field, sitting area, shelter, tennis
gParkS Small parKS pm\fiding informal recreation in residential areas. and Mulfi-use courts. [D‘U‘n not include rEgUla‘iDn gize 2.5 Acre
ballfields).
Local Parks | L2TQ€r parks that provide ballfields and both programmed and | Balffields, play equipment, tennis and multi-use courts, 15 Acre
unprogrammed recreation facilities. sitting/picnic area, shelters, buildings and other facilities.
Meghborhoot | Small parcets of conservation oriented parkiand in residential | Generally undeveloped, may include  storm water Varies
Arons areas, generally dedicated at the time of subdivision. management pond and related facilities.

Figure 4.3

* this list is not all-inclugive, but includes facilifies typical of each park type.




Defining Natural Resource Conservation

Areas

.......

e Sensitive Areas
e Biodiversity Areas
e Best Natural Areas

e High Quality Forest & Forest
Interior Habitat

2005 Land Presevvation, Park and Recreation Plan
(LPPRP). A Parks Recreation Open Space Plan for
Montgomery County, Maryland, MNCPPC, page V-14.

Scarlet Tanager
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PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION

Sensitive Areas

. Streams and stream buffers.
. 100-year floodplains.

. Wetlands and wetland buffers.

¥ Turk’s-Cap Lily
L]

. Steep slopes.

. Highly erodible soils.

O U A W N =

. Habitats of rare, threatened,
endangered, and watch-list species

Codified at §3.05 (a) (1) (vitz), Article 66B, Annotated Code of Maryland (Maryland Office of
Planning and Maryland Department of Natural Resources, 1993). Also see the Envivonmental
Guidelines (M-NCPPC, 2000)

Page 26




Biodiversity Areas

1. Areas of contiguous, high quality forest, marsh, or swamp.
a. Relatively little evidence of past land-use disturbance.
b. Few or no exotic, invasive, plant species

2. The known presence of rare, threatened, endangered, or watch-list
species.

3. Generally represent the best examples of unique plant
community types found in Montgomery County,
i.e., river-rock outcrops of the Potomac River Basin; serpentine
influenced plant communities; diabase influenced plant communities;
plant communities on soils derived from Triassic shales, siltstone,
sandstone, and conglomerate; central Maryland floodplain forest;
central Maryland swamp forest; mesic forest on acidic
bedrock; dry forest on acidic bedrock; and limestone
influenced plant communities.

4. Areas of exceptional scenic beauty.
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Best Natural Areas

1. Large areas of contiguous, high quality forest, marsh, or
swamp.
a. Generally more than 100 acres.
b. Relatively little evidence of past land-use
disturbance.
c. Few or no exotic, invasive plant species (See
Appendix A).

2. The known presence of rare, threatened, endangered, or
watch-list species

3. The best example of a unique plant community type found
in Montgomery County, i.e., river-rock outcrops of the
Potomac River Basin; serpentine influenced plant
communities; diabase influenced plant communities;
plant communities on soils derived from Triassic shales, siltstone, sandstone, and
conglomerate; central Maryland floodplain forest; central Maryland swamp forest;
mesic forest on acidic bedrock; dry forest on acidic bedrock; and limestone
influenced plant communities.
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Best Natural Areas

4. High quality wetlands, including those of Special State Concern as &‘?

noted in COMAR Title 26.

5. Aquatic communities rated as good or excellent in the Countywide
Stream Protection Strategy.

6. Special Trout Management Areas as noted in COMAR Title 08.

Twinleaf

7. Areas of exceptional scenic beauty.
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Biodiversity and Best Natural Areas
in Montgomery County Parks

771 Best Natural Areas
|| Biodiversity Areas
' Parik Managemeni Ragions
Parks by Status and Owner
M-NCPPC Proposed
[ mnceee
[ | Municipal
[ state of Maryland
I united States
B wssc
[] revenus Authority



Acquisition by Park Type

ACERAGE ACQUIRED

PARK TYPE TOTAL ACERAGE 1998 - 2008

COUNTYWIDE PARKS

Regional 7,928 105 (1.3%)

Recreational 3,026 300 (9.9%)

Special 2,444 1,327 (54.3%)

Stream Valley 13,591 1,643 (12.1%)

Conservation 3,810 1,642 (43.1%)
COMMUNITY-USE PARKS

Urban 41 17 (41.5%)

Neighborhood 665 36 (5.4%)

Local 2,258 295 (13.1%)

Neighborhood

Conservation Area 284 37 (13.1%)

TOTAL 34,046 5,508 (16.2%)
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Operational Planning Tools

* Primary Directives

e Access and Oversight
 Park Police A

* Wildlife Management ]‘g‘lanqge_merh; ET
* Vegetation Management

* Aquatic Resource Management

* Trails

* Encroachments

* Improvements/Infrastructure

» Compatibility with Adjacent Property

Owners
e PRIVATE INPUT / Concerns
. . . The M;h'i.ir-d-?-utlm al Capal Park & Manning Commission
* Operational Budget Implications Coustyeity Py Donien. Aot g # ftomres sy
oy o B TN At Tk s e
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M-NCPPC,

s

Department of Parks

Balancing Stewardship and Recreation

Outside Threats

Stewardship
Best management of the
county park system for the
benefit of current and future
generations.

renew the spirit

Recreation

Offer a range of leisure
activities that strengthen the
body, sharpen the mind, and

Greenside Darter

Inter-Agency Watershed
Restoration Projects

Transportation Projects

Affordable Housing

Schools

Waste Management
Infrastructure

WSSC Infrastructure

Developer Built
Mitigation Projects
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